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Veterans History Project
Library of Congress and American Red Cross

Frequently Asked Questions:

Who can be interviewed?
Any veteran who served in the U.S. military, in any capacity, and are no longer serving, regardless of
branch or rank may be interviewed, as well as National Guard or Reserve who returned from deployment.

Where / When will the interview take place?

The interview can take place in any location that is most comfortable for the veteran, as long as it is a
relatively quiet location with little interruption. At home, in the office, or any other convenient location is
suitable for the interview. When the interview takes place is up to the veteran’s schedule and availability.

What questions will be asked?

There is no set list of questions that will be asked. However, we will provide a list of typical questions that
are commonly asked during the interview. We will not ask for classified information as the interview will
be conducted at the unclassified level.

Can family members help the veteran?

Yes. The family can help the interview process, e.g. providing materials or helping the narrative if the
veteran has trouble remembering details. They will be off-camera, but their voices can be heard and will
be included in the interview.

How much time does it take?

Typical interviews run between 45 and 90 minutes,,tll_o%gh the Library of Congress requires a minimum
duration of 30 minutes. Veterans should not be discouraged=byathe time requirement as their interview
will still be recorded and given back to them regardless of duration. e

Can I show pictures or other materials during the interview?

Of course. Photos and artifacts are welcome and can be shown during the interview. Additionally, Library
of Congress will accept original photographs as part of their collection. The LOC will also accept original
unpublished manuscripts over 20 pages.

Is it okay if I can’t recall all the details of my military career?
Yes. Any unclassified details that the veteran can remember are welcome.

Who will see this interview?
Currently, a small percentage of the submitted interviews are digitized and available for viewing online.
However, a searchable entry into the LOC database is made for every eligible submission.

Will my interview be fact-checked?
No. The interviews are personal recollections and perspectives of participating individuals and are not
intended to substitute for official record of the federal government or military service.

Will the interview be edited?
No. The LOC insists that submissions are complete and unedited. Interviews will be conducted at an
unclassified level. Do not include classified or confidential information that should not be shared.

Can I decline to answer questions?
Of course. The interview should outline the veteran’s account of his or her career. A veteran can refuse to
answer a question for any reason, in which case the interviewer can move on to another question or topic.

For more information, please visit https://www.loc.gov/vets/
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_American Red Cross of Colorado

steven.schultz2@redcross.org

1040 S. 8th Street
Colorado Springs, CO
80905

Tel (719) 963-1638
www.redcross.org/colorado




